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HALF HOLLOW HILLS

Striking Out Autism Again
By Danny Schrafel

dschrafel@longislandernews.com

A Melville family, led by a 15-year-old
high school sophomore, is gearing up to
strike out autism and the stigmas attached to
it at an upcoming fundraiser.
Hills vs. Autism will return next Friday,
May 2, to AMF Commack Vet’s Lanes for
their third annual bowling fundraiser.
“Bowling is something that brings
everybody together. Everybody can just
come and have a good night,” said foundation founder Drew Quinto, a Half Hollow Hills High School East sophomore.
And bringing people together is what
Hills vs. Autism is all about. Hills vs.
Autism seeks to promote acceptance for
children on the autism spectrum by allowing individuals the opportunity to participate in social activities in their community
and enhance their lives with support and
public awareness. One-hundred percent of
proceeds from the event will be dedicated
to the social skill enhancement of people
with autism and distributed in grants to local programs and the Half Hollow Hills
Alumni Association.
The foundation got its start April 1,
2012, in concert with Quinto’s bar mitzvah. Rather than do a one-shot charitable
contribution, he decided to do something
that would have an ongoing impact, creating Hills vs. Autism.
“We really had no idea what our future
would hold,” the sophomore said.
For the young not-for-profit LLC, the future would be bright. So far, it has raised
more than $75,000, which has been distributed in grants to the Half Hollow Hills
Challenger Lacrosse Program, the JCCA’s
Compass Project, Tee off 4 Autism, Sea
Paddle NYC, the High School East Thunderbird Booster Club, Autism Speaks, the
Commack JCC’s Spotlight Theatre Program and The Fay J. Linder Center.
The impact, Quinto said, was apparent at
a recent event at the Commack JCC, where

The Quinto family is preparing for the third annual Hills vs. Autism fundraiser, which is
scheduled for May 2 at AMF Commack Vet’s Lanes.
Hills vs. Autism endowed a theater program for youngsters with autism.
“They all had smiles on their faces, and
they were having fun. That’s when it started to sink in that we’re doing something
that’s really special,” he said.
Hills vs. Autism is also gearing up for its
lacrosse night on July 16, which features
dozens of teams ranging from fifth grade
to varsity level, as well as a special Challengers match featuring teams of specialneeds athletes.
The brother who inspired the foundation
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in the first place is on his way to bigger
things, too. Corey Quinto was recently accepted to SUNY Purchase, where he wants
to get involved in film.
“He’s deciding between being a film
critic or a director,” Drew Quinto said.
Hills vs. Autism returns to where it all
began three years ago for the bowling
fundraiser on May 2. Tickets for the event,
which starts at 7 p.m., are $45 to bowl.
Non-bowling passes are available for $35.
For more information or to order a ticket,
visit hillsvsautism.org.

